soon find it in two volumes. Considerable reduction in size could be achieved by limiting the illustrations to those showing points of treatment rather than of diagnosis. Some of the illustrations have an old-world character which is out of place in such a modem volume; for example, the photograph on page 781 showing a pituitary dwarf with normal adult; the child is partially clothed, facing away from the camera and there is no height measure. The photograph of miliaria on page 842 could be of almost any skin lesion.
It is good to see a chapter on play therapy which, as its author states, is probably the most underrated method of paediatric therapeutics. It is a pity, therefore, that it only receives five pages in a book of this large size. This is a scholarly treatise which maintains the standard set by its predecessors and can be warmly recommended.
HUGH Proceedings of symposia tend to be unpopular with librarians and with nonparticipating purchasers. Such proceedings are usually published so long after the relevant conference that they are no longer topical. Moreover, most of the papers presented in proceedings have already been published in extenso, often some years before the symposia were held. This volume, though not entirely free from the faults which appear to be inherent in such books, is on the whole a notable exception. It appears only seven months after the conference which gave it birth. Its papers are wholly topical and, if most of them demonstrate our ignorance rather than our knowledge, the fault for that lies in us and not in the authors. The various papers succeed in putting forward interesting ideas and sketches of work which in some instances is really only beginning but which is nevertheless important and interesting. The informality ofpresentation is particularly pleasant.
The symposium, the second of its kind, reported efforts at the experimental production of scoliosis, in some cases by rather crude techniques reminiscent of the days of over-enthusiastic thoracoplasty and with little bearing on the deformity which we see in adolescent girls. Nonetheless, the experiments reported are thoughtful and thought-provoking. The most interesting of these experiments is reported by MacEwen, who has succeeded in producing something very like human scoliosis by posterior dorsal rhizotomy.
Other aspectsbiochemical, engineering, mechanical and epidemiologicalof the possible causes of the probably heterogenous disorders which we lump together under the name of idiopathic scoliosis were discussed. Those discussing included orthopaedic surgeons, chest physicians, specialists in metabolism and in various other disciplines. Amongst them they produce a most stimulating report which must be in the hands of anyone attempting to treat this mysterious and often apalling deformity. London: Academic Press This book is essentially a review of the statistics which have been produced throughout the world on varicose veins. It is comprehensive and clearly set out and easily followed by the non-statistician.
The author goes to great pains to explain the reasons for the apparently contradictory figures arrived at in different surveys on the prevalence of varicose veins. He points out how carefully the population in each survey must be defined, for the results to be significant. The economic significance of varicose veins and the morbidity due to them in comparison to other illnesses is well explained. The tables are clearly set out and the full-plate illustrations are interesting. For those who would follow up this subject the references are clearly documented.
This book is recommended not only for those interested in varicose veins, but also as a guide to those contemplating such a survey in clinical medicine. It is a good example of how a survey on any illness may be presented in a concise and readable form. The International Congress of Human Genetics, held at five-year intervals, has now become an established institution. The Third Congress held at Chicago was a worthy successor to its excellent and successful predecessors. This well produced volume is an admirable record of the plenary sessions and symposia. Incidentally, those who are interested can obtain a copy of abstracts of the
